MERI WATCH LIST


I. List of Bills for the First Regular Session of the 122nd – 2005 (4/29/05)

BUSINESS REGULATIONS

LD   211 An Act to Require the Disclosure by Hospitals and Ambulatory Surgical Centers of Charges to Certain Payers – Health& Human   


Services
LD   546 An Act to Promote Responsible Contracting Practices on State Projects – Labor
LD   562 An Act to Improve Public Understanding in Rulemaking – State and Local Government 
LD   725 An Act to Require the Disclosure of Certain Financial Information from Hospitals and Their Affiliates –Health & Human Services
LD   771 An Act to Protect Consumers’ Use of Gift Cards – Judiciary
LD   772 An Act to Prohibit the Placement of Expiration Dates on Gift Cards – Judiciary
LD   838 An Act to Amend the Uniform Unclaimed Property Act As It Applies to Gift Cards – Judiciary
LD   842 An Act to Prevent Price Gouging and To Stabilize Prices in the Sale of Milk – Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry
LD 1084 An Act to Make Dormancy Fees on Gift Cards Illegal – Judiciary
LD 1297 An Act to Provide Just Compensation for Established Businesses During Eminent Domain Proceedings – Judiciary

LD 1375 An Act to Improve Cooperative Energy Purchasing for Schools, Towns, and Nonprofits – Utilities and Energy
LD 1495 An Act to Limit Corporate Influence Over the Political Process – Legal and Veterans Affairs
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

LD   288 An Act to Improve Maine’s Economic Competitiveness – Business, Research, and Economic Development
ENVIRONMENT

LD     99 An Act to Include Specific Bodies of Water within Class C Standards – Natural Resources
LD   141 An Act to Ensure Proper Disposal of Debris and Protection of the Environment – Natural Resources
LD    183 An Act Relating to the Definition of Indigenous Species - Natural Resources
LD   185 An Act to Amend the Law on Mercury-added Products – Natural Resources

LD   188 An Act to Promote the Uniform Implementation of the Statewide Standards for Timber Harvesting and Related Activities in

 Shoreland Areas –  Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry
LD   403 An Act to Repeal the Minimum Penalty for Environmental Violations – Natural Resources
LD   580 An Act to Encourage Downtown and Urban Revitalization while Meeting the Requirements of New Storm Water Rules –  Taxation LD   658 An Act to Protect Maine’s Natural Resources for Maine Residents –  Natural Resources
LD   667 Resolve, Regarding Nonnative Invasive Marine Species – Natural Resources
LD   818 An Act to Specify Phosphorus Limits for Gulf Island Pond – Natural Resources
LD   826 An Act to Require That the Department of Environmental Protection Consider Economic Impact When Adopting Environmental 
Regulations – Natural Resources
LD 1034  An Act to Prevent Lead Poisoning of Children and Adults  –  Health and Human Services
LD 1058  An Act to Regulate the Use of Batteries Containing Mercury –  Natural Resources
LD 1157  An Act to Protect Children from Toxic Chemicals in Schools  –  Natural Resources
LD 1219  An Act to the Business Climate in Maine –  Natural Resources
LD 1255  An Act to Ensure Environmental Justice –  Natural Resources
LD 1405  An Act to Prepare Maine for Public Health Emergencies  –  Judiciary
LD 1435  An Act Establishing Minimum Energy Efficiency Standards for Certain Products Sold or Installed in the State – 


Utilities and Energy
LD 1450  An Act to Amend Water Quality Standards –  Natural Resources 
LD 1465  Resolve, Regarding Legislative Review of Portions of Chapter 127: New Motor Vehicle Emission Standards, a Major Substantive 
Rule of the Bureau of Air Quality –  Natural Resources
HEALTHCARE

LD     16  An Act to Amend the Certificate of Need Process – Health and Human Services
LD     32  An Act to Reestablish the Health Care System and Health Security Board – Insurance and Financial Services
LD     86  An Act to Increase the Availability of Individual Health Insurance in Maine – Insurance and Financial Services
LD   108  An Act to Require the Department of Health and Human Services to Analyze Costs before the Legislature Imposes Mandates –

Health and Human Services
LD   127  An Act to Require Health Insurance Policies to Provide Coverage for Physical, Occupational and Speech Therapy –

Insurance and Financial Services
LD   129  An Act to Establish the Unused Prescription Drug Program – Health and Human Services
LD   146  An Act to Repeal the Tax on Private Nonmedical Institutions – Health and Human Services 

LD   318  An Act to Protect the MaineCare Program – Health and Human Services
LD   394  An Act to Create a High-risk Pool in the Health Insurance Market – Insurance and Financial Services
LD   447  An Act to Require Health Insurers To Cover the Costs of Hearing Aids – Insurance and Financial Services
LD   454  An Act to Prohibit Private Nonmedical Institutions from Passing Along the Service Provider Tax to Residents – Health & Human 


Services
LD   494  An Act to Establish a Program for the Purchase of Prescription Drugs from out of the State and out of the Country for the Elderly 

and Disabled – Health and Human Services
LD   678  An Act to Require Fair and Timely MaineCare Payments to Hospitals – Health and Human Services
LD   796  An Act to Implement the Recommendations of the Commission To Study Public Health That Concern Schools, Children and 

Nutrition – Education and Cultural Affairs
LD   835  Resolution, To Establish the Blue Ribbon Commission on the Future of MaineCare – Health and Human Services
LD 1167  An Act to Ensure the Health and Safety of All Maine Citizens by Licensing Drug Wholesalers – Business, Research, and 

Economic Development
LD 1310 An Act to Ensure Rural Access to Prescription Drugs  – Health and Human Services
LD 1496 An Act to Reduce Maine’s Health Insurance Rates and Expand Consumer Choice   – Insurance and Financial Services
STATE SPENDING and TAXES

LD       1 An Act to Increase the State Share of Education Costs, Reduce Property Taxes and Reduce Government Spending at All Levels  –

Special Committee on Tax Reform 
LD       2 Resolution, Proposing an Amendment to the Constitution of Maine to Limit the Rate of Change in Taxable Value of Homestead

 Land – Special Committee on Tax Reform
LD   169 An Act to Amend the Law Regarding Resale Certificates – Taxation
LD   195 An Act to Conform the Maine Tax Code with the Federal Health Savings Accounts Laws – Taxation
LD   236 An Act to Change Nonresident Income Tax Filing Requirements – Taxation
LD   325 An Act to Clarify the Definition of “Domiciled” for Maine Income Tax Purposes – Taxation
LD   436 An Act to Eliminate Estate Taxes on Family-owned Businesses – Taxation
LD   468 An Act Making Unified Appropriations and Allocations for the Expenditures of State Government, General Fund and Other 

Funds, and Changing Certain Provisions of the Law Necessary to the Proper Operations of State Government for the Fiscal Years 
Ending June 30, 2006 and June 30, 2007  – Appropriations and Financial Affairs
LD   484 An Act to Enact the Tax Fairness Act – Taxation
LD   699 An Act to Repeal Tax and Match – Health and Human Services
LD   705 An Act to Relieve the Income Tax Burden in the State through Revenue-neutral Means – Taxation
LD   841 An Act to Reform the Taxation of Malt Liquor and Wine – Taxation
LD   902 Resolution, Proposing an Amendment to the Constitution of Maine to Change the Method of Calculating Property Values to 

Preserve Home Ownership in Maine  – Taxation
LD 1011 An Act to Establish the Maine Taxpayers’ Bill of Rights – Taxation
LD 1021 An Act to Implement Task Force Recommendations Relating to Parity and Portability of Benefits for Law Enforcement Officers 

and Firefighters  – Labor
LD 1068 An Act to Strengthen Maine’s Small Business Economy – Taxation
LD 1074 An Act to Stimulate Economic Development in Maine’s Aviation Industry – Taxation
LD 1094 An Act to Adopt the Streamlined Sales and Use Tax Agreement – Taxation
LD 1102 An Act to Connect the BER Program with Job Retention – Taxation
LD 1258 An Act to Provide for Department of Labor Services and Other Services in Unorganized Territories – Taxation
LD 1328 An Act to Amend the Maine Tree Growth Tax Law To Encourage Public Access – Taxation
LD 1400 An Act to Reduce Payments Under the Business Equipment Tax Reimbursement Program and To Eliminate Double Dipping and

Increase Conformity with the Internal Revenue Code – Taxation
LD 1437 An Act to Broaden the Sales Tax Base and Lower the Sales and Use Tax and Service Provider Tax Rates – Taxation
TRANSPORTATION and INFRASTRUCTURE

LD   205 An Act Providing for Regulation of the Cable Television Industry by the Public Utilities Commission – Utilities and Energy
LD   657 An Act to Amend the Vehicle Gross and Axle Weight Laws –  Transportation
LD 1065 An Act to Promote Economic Development and Sustainable Energy – Utilities & Energy
LD 1128 An Act Directing the State Planning Office to Study Municipal Capabilities to Become Providers of Internet Services – Utilities & 

Energy
LD 1434 An Act to Reform the Renewable Electricity Portfolio Standard – Utilities and Energy
WORKPLACE ISSUES, UNEMPLOYMENT COMP., WORKERS’ COMP., LIABILITY COSTS
LD   184  An Act to Improve Prevailing Wage Standards in Maine - Labor 
LD   214  An Act to Recognize the Federal Salary Level for Overtime when Higher than the State Level - Labor 
LD   215  An Act to Clarify National Labor Relations Board Certification Under the Overtime Provisions – Labor 
LD   435  An Act to Conform Maine Law to Federal Overtime Standards – Labor

LD   485  An Act to Prohibit Permanent Replacement Workers – Labor
LD   730 An Act to Require Proof of Equipment Ownership for Employers Using Foreign Laborers – Labor 
LD   881 An Act to Amend the Maine Workers’ Compensation Act of 1992 To Facilitate Timely Independent Medical Examinations and 


Benefit Payments – Labor
LD   916 An Act to Amend the Workers’ Compensation Medical Fee Schedule To Include Hospital Charges – Labor
LD   963 An Act to Set Standards for Electronic Methods Used for Wage Payment – Labor 

LD   996 Resolve, Establishing the Commission To Study Medical Expenses Under the Maine Workers’ Compensation Act of 1992 – Labor 

LD 1044 An Act to Care for Families – Labor
LD 1276 An Act to Prohibit the Use of Foreign Labor Unless a Federal Prevailing Wage is Set – Labor
LD 1329 An Act to Require the Workers’ Compensation Board To Use the 5th Edition “Guides to the Evaluation of Permanent Impairment” 

in Assessing Workers’ Compensation Injuries Involving the Spinal Column – Labor
LD 1346 An Act to Require Employers and Employees to Provide a 2-Week Notice before Terminating Employment – Labor
LD 1361 An Act to Enhance Workplace Safety and Health through Substance Abuse Testing and Treatments – Labor
LD 1384 An Act to Assist Businesses To Retain Seasonal Employees and Reduce the Burden on the Bureau of Unemployment Compensation 

– Labor
LD 1398 An Act to Align Federal and State Child Labor Laws – Labor
LD 1413 An Act to Conform the Remedies under the Maine Family Medical Leave Requirements with Those Available under Federal Law

 – Labor 

LD 1476 An Act to Provide an Annual Cost-of-Living Adjustment for Persons Receiving Workers’ Compensation Benefits for Total 

Incapacity – Labor
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